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Sermon Notes  St Mark's Anglican Church  

South Hurstville 

Epiphany 

3 January 2010 

Preacher 

The Reverend Chris Albany 

Rector 
Readings: Isaiah 60.1-6; Psalm 72.1-7, 10-14; Ephesians 3.1-12; Matthew2.1-12 

 

Christianity – a faith of inclusion 
 

That wise person ‘anonymous’ once said: 

 

‘Three Wise Women.....would have... 

Asked directions 

Arrived on time, 

Helped deliver the baby, 

Brought practical gifts, 

Cleaned the stable, 

Made a casserole 

And 

There would be  

Peace on Earth.      Anonymous 

 

Evidence that there is still not peace on earth is on our TV screens day after day, the  latest 

bombings in Pakistan being only the most recent example – another sign of the lack of peace is the 

recent spate of boat arrivals to the north of Australia; carrying people seeking asylum. Sadly it 

appears that there is great danger that the refugee issue will yet again become a hot political issue. 

My eye was caught by several letters and an article in the SMH. The first one was very brief:  

 

Turning back the boats.  Jesus would be so proud. Geoff Teys (Chippendale) Sydney Morning 

Herald letter 2/01/10 

 

The ABM Reflection of the Day on the front of our Pew-sheet, Connections today says: 

Following on from today’s Gospel reading about the visit of the Magi to Jesus, Matthew goes on to 

tell us how the Holy Family became exiles in Egypt escaping from Herod’s insane jealousy. How 

ironic that Egypt, the land of the Hebrews’ enslavement, should offer the Jewish family hospitality 

and refuge! Yet this shows us how the birth of Jesus brings in a new topsy-turvy world where the 

old certainties are swept away in every realm, even in politics. God has already begun bringing in 

the Kingdom.  

 

It is indeed a topsy-turvy world in which not a lot changes – as the article on New Year’s Day in the 

SMH reminds us. It was titled: Welcome mat for refugees put us on the map. With authors: 

Damien Murphy & Yuko Narushima. In part it read: 

 

THE government led by Malcolm Fraser shrank from a proposal to turn back boat people 30 years 

ago - an option being kept open today by Tony Abbott and Kevin Rudd. 

 

Cabinet documents released today show the Fraser cabinet rejected a plan to "expel" refugee boats, 

fearing Australia would become an international pariah. 
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However, the Opposition Leader, Mr Abbott, yesterday sided with the Prime Minister, saying he 

was prepared to keep out refugee boats. Three more boats arrived in Australian waters this week. 

"We do have to be prepared to turn boats around," Mr Abbott said on radio. 

At the last election, Mr Rudd said: "You'd turn them back". Mr Fraser, the former Liberal leader, 

condemned Mr Abbott's comments as "an impractical, inhumane approach" involving a denial of 

Australia's commitment to the refugee convention. Three decades later, overseas-driven issues like 

refugee boats, Afghanistan and energy use are matters of policy as weighty for the Rudd 

Government as they were for the Fraser cabinet. 

 

Then yesterday 2 January there were several letters in response including the one above: 

 

Larry Stillman (Elwood, Victoria) said in his letter: 

 

Fewer than 3000 boat people arrived in Australia last year, the vast majority classified as refugees. 

Tony Abbott, flexing his muscles, wants to tow them out to sea, just to show how tough he is. Maybe 

a few, including babies, should drown, just to make him look even more like a leader.Let's get some 

perspective. Near the university campus of Monash South Africa in Johannesburg is a squalid 

refugee camp with 50,000 people. It is one of many in a country where more than 1 million people 

live like this. By way of comparison, the number who ''threaten'' Australia's security by arriving by 

boat amounts to less than 6 per cent of the number in that one camp, or 0.003 per cent of the 

refugees in South Africa. 

 

If Australia can't deal in a humane way with the tiny number of people who arrive by boat - or even 

50 times that number - it shames the wealth and resources of this country and shows how 

isolationist and essentially race-driven we are. And it demonstrates how venal, cruel and 

backward-looking is the Opposition Leader in appealing to the worst prejudices and fears. 

 

and Phil Teece (Sunshine Bay): 

 

The new wave of people displaced by various conflicts around the world has given the world's 

governments a dreadful problem. In trying to deal with it, the last thing they need is opportunistic 

politicians seeking short-term gain by fanning the flames of bigotry. This might garner a few tawdry 

votes, but it is no solution. 

 

Rather than accepting the invitation to ''show the steel'' of his predecessor, Kevin Rudd would be 

better advised to look to the example of Malcolm Fraser.  

 

We need to demand better from our politicians – of all parties – is it too much to expect a bi-

partisan approach from Labor and Liberal seeking to provide leadership that appeals to our better 

instincts – those of compassion, welcome, generosity, recognising in those seeking refuge here our 

common humanity; rather than seeking some seeming political advantage by appealing to the latent 

(or not so latent) prejudices, fears, selfishness, racism that never seems to be too far below the 

surface of our individual and collective psyche. 

 

One doubts whether Jesus would have been welcomed if he were to come seeking refuge from 

Herod’s fury. 

 

Today’s feast of the Epiphany is a reminder, if reminder is needed that Christianity is about 

inclusion. Matthew was writing when questions were raised as to whether gentiles could become 

Christians? Did one need to become Jewish first? Matthew and Paul remind us that the first to 

recognise Jesus’ divinity were strangers – including their multiple wives, servants and slaves - from 

present day Iraq or Iran, the very places we seem to fear most in the world right now.  
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The revelation of Christ and the freedom/salvation he brings is global and available to all people 

gentiles as well as God’s own people – the Jews. It is good news for many people who experience 

estrangement from families, church or society. 

 

Matthew is disrupting our comfortable thoughts and pastoral tranquillity so that we truly hear the 

gospel.. Now, if the shepherds and these Eastern characters are welcome into the earliest stories of 

Jesus' life, then who can be left out? Like our church today, the early church had all sorts of 

‘characters’ amongst them. Who would dare exclude a person or any group from the community if 

the shepherds and Magi appeared in the earliest stories of Jesus? 

 

Epiphany is about the Christ through whom God reaches out to all people. It is also about us. It 

makes clear that God's light has come into our world and for all people especially the oppressed 

[indigenous peoples, gay and lesbian peoples, Palestinians, asylum seekers etc]. This is good news 

for all people but a challenge to self-interested and nationalistic political leaders. 

 

It is also a reminder, if reminder is needed that the Gospel has a bias towards to poor, the powerless, 

the marginalized of society. John Bell in his thought provoking “10 things they never told me about 

Jesus” subtitled a beginner’s guide to a larger Christ tells the story of old peasant in South America 

who when asked to comment on Matthew’s story of how the wise men were summoned by a star to 

begin a journey which led to Jesus said “When God called the wise men, he sent a star. But when 

God called the poor shepherds, he sent a choir of angels. I think the poor must be God’s favourite 

people.” 

 

John Bell says there is both a simple logic and a profound theological perspective in that statement.  

Amongst God’s favourite people surely are the displaced, the homeless, the refugee those who have 

suffered much – will they find a welcome in our midst? 

 

 

__________________________ 


